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PETTY PERSECUTION
Babu Bimalanand Das Gupta, Dacca, who was arrested in
connection with a public meeting held in Dacca on the 23rd
January last and which was dispersed by force, was tried and
discharged for want of evidence against him. That, however, was
not enough for the authorities. He has now therefore received the
following notice under Section 40 of the Legal Practitioners' Act:
Whereas it has been reported to me by the Dist. Magistrate, Dacca,
that Babu Bimalanand Das Gupta, M.A., B.L., a pleader of this Court,
suspended his practice in July 1921 and engaged himself as a Professor of
Economics in the Dacca National College so-called; and whereas it appears
further that the said Bimalanand Das Gupta took such service without
the permission of the High Court; and whereas further it appears from the
report of the Dist. Magistrate that the said Bimalanand Das Gupta was
present and took part in a meeting held at Dacca on the 29th January
1922, in contravention of orders made by the Dist. Magistrate, Dacca,
under Sec. 144 Cr. P. C.;
Aad whereas it appears further that the said Bimalanand Das Gupta,
when he was tried for an offence under Section 188 I.P.C., stated to the
Court that he owed no allegiance to the British and had no regard for
the post held by the trying Magistrate; and whereas it appears that the
said Bimalanand Das Gupta has thereby been guilty of gross professional
misconduct;
It is hereby ordered that the said Bimalanand Das Gupta do show
cause on or before the 7th March, why he should not be reported to the
High Court for dismissal or suspension from practice.
Thus the farce that was begun with Mr. Sherwani1 is being
repeated at Dacca.    The Judge who has issued the notice does
not seem to have appreciated the humour of the situation.    Those
who have suspended practice  are not likely to go back to the
courts till swaraj is attained.    That after the attainment of swaraj
all the legal practitioners who have suspended will revert to their
practice if they choose follows as a matter of course.   What then
can be the effect of the notice save that it exposes the Court to
further ridicule and furnishes the public with an additional reason
for boycotting courts which  are used for punishing  (I use   the
word "punishing" as the issuing Judge flatters himself with the
belief that he awarded a punishment by disbarring a lawyer who
1 T. A. K. Sherwani, who was in charge of the National Muslim Univer-
sity, had given up legal practice. He was arrested soon after the disturbances
in Aligarh and lodged in Naini Jail near- Allahabad. Vide also Vol. XXII,
pp. 130-1 & 353.